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SUBJ: RENEW THE RENOVATION - A NEW EMPHASIS IN GABON'S 
ECONOMIC POLICY? 

1 . IN MARCH 1 RADIO-TV INTERVIEW, PRESIDENT BONGO EXPLAINED 
HIS THEME FOR 1976 "RENEW THE RENOVATION" AS SHIFT IN 
EMPHASIS OF ECONOMIC POLICY. DURING FIRST TEN YEARS OF 
GABON'S INDEPENDENCE, HE SAID, DYNAMIC FORCE IN COUNTRY'S 
DEVELOPMENT HAD BEEN LIBERAL ECONOMIC POLICIES. TIME HAS 
NOW COME, SAID PRESIDENT, FOR CHANGE IN POLICIES TO PERMIT 
MORE STATE PARTICIPATION. 

2. WHILE DETAILS REMAIN TO BE WORKED OUT THROUGH CON- 
SULTATION AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH VARIOUS INTERESTS, 

BONGO SAID STATE WILL EVENTUALLY OWN 49 PERCENT OF ALL 
BUSINESS OPERATING IN COUNTRY. ANOTHER CHANGE IN MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICE, ACCORDING TO PRESIDENT, WILL BE REQUIREMENT THAT 
EACH COMPANY CREATE NEW "BUSINESS BOARD" WHICH WILL HAVE 
CONSULTATIVE ROLE IN RUNNING COMPANY. SUCH BOARD WILL 
REPRESENT ALL ELEMENTS INVOLVED IN BUSINESS - WORKERS. 
TECHNICIANS, AND ADMINISTRATORS - AS WELL AS REP- 
RESENTATIVES FROM ORGANIZED LABOR, MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATIONS 
AND GOG. BONGO, HOWEVER, CAREFULLY POINTED OUT 
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COMPANIES' DIRECTOR GENERALS. 

3. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING MARCH 3 EXPRESSED SUPPORT 
FOR PRESIDENT’S ECONOMIC POLICIES AS OUTLINED IN HIS PRESS 
INTERVIEW BUT NO MORE DETAILS FORTHCOMING. 

4. COMMENT: THROUGHOUT PRESS INTERVIEW, BONGO APPEARED 
TO BE SPEAKING EXTEMPORANEOUSLY AND IT QUITE POSSIBLE THAT 
NEW ECONOMIC POLICIES ARE NO MORE THAN STATEMENT OF 
PRESIDENT'S INTENTIONS AT THIS POINT. DETAILS OF 

PROPOSED CHANGES AND POLICIES FOR THEIR IMPLEMENTION 
PRESUMABLY REMAIN TO WORKED OUT IN WHAT IS LIKELY TO 
BE VERY LENGTHY PROCESS.STEIGMAN 
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